Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00348 250708Z 

16 

ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 10-10 OMB-01 TRSE-00 AID-05 EB-07 COME-OO 

DOTE-OO /086W 

085146 

R 241535Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4506 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL IOHANNESBURG 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 0348 

E.OZM 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, PFOR, SF, CT 
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1. SUNDAY TIMES PARIS CORRESPONDENT REPORTS MARCH 23 
ON RUMOR CIRCULATING THERE THAT SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
MIGHT FINANCE BUILDING OF RAILWAY TO LINK CAR WITH SEA. 

ARTICLE STATES THAT SA ENGINEERS WILL STUDY FEASIBILITY 
OF PROJECT TO BUILD RAILWAY TO GABON PORTS OF LIBRE- 
VILLE OR PORT GENTIL. ESTIMATED COST OF TOTAL PROJECT. 

IF BUILT, WOULD BE $250 MILLION OVER TEN YEAR PERIOD. 

PRESS REPORT SAYS THAT RAILWAY SCHEME IS PERSONAL DREAM 
OF PRESIDENT BOKASSA, WHO HAS BEEN UNABLE TO LINE UP ANY 
OVERSEAS FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR IT, AND THAT A GRATEFUL 
BOKASSA MAY BE NEXT AFRICAN LEADER TO MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER. 
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2. COMMENT. AN INTERNATIONAL AID PROJECT OF THE MAGNITUDE 
OF THE CAR RAILWAY SCHEME WOULD SEEM TO BE BEYOND BOTH THE 
SAG'S ABILITIES AND INTENTIONS AT THIS TIME. HOWEVER, GIVEN 
VORSTER'S DESIRE FOR DETENTE, IT IS CONCEIBAVLE THAT SOUTH 
AFRICANS MIGHT HAVE DROPPED SOME, PERHAPS DELIBERATELY 
VAGUE, HINTS OF AT LEAST PARTIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE PROJECT. 
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